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Metaphor provides an excellent entry point to explore culture-specific
conceptualizations, but its detection and interpretation is often complex and
laborious. The most reliable identification of metaphors is currently still achieved
by time-consuming manual annotation (Steen et al., 2010). To speed up the
process, several automated approaches have also been proposed (Ptiček & Dobša,
2023), but these approaches which are generally not available for smaller or less-
resourced languages, like Slovene, a gap which we address in this study.
We propose a new lexico-semantic resource that exploits semantic, affective and
distributional features, and is tailored to the analysis of metaphors in Slovene.
Our work builds on two ideas: semantic incongruity between the source and
target domains, and the contrast in concreteness of words and domains. While
most previous metaphor identification approaches have operated on the level of
lexical units, our approach operates on the level of semantic fields. In our
algorithm, we capitalize on existing knowledge resources (Rayson et al. 2004;
sloWNet, Fišer, 2015), word embeddings (Ljubešić and Erjavec, 2018) and
concreteness ratings (Köper and Schulte im Walde, 2022). The algorithm
provides a good starting point for identifying and interpreting metaphors, as well
as the flexibility to incorporate words that are not covered in existing dictionaries.
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